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THE LORD DIGBIEsS 
" Speech to the Bill of Attainder 


OF THE EARLE OF 
STRAFFORD, 


Torne in peices and blowre away. 


| 4 & He fandg, that isthe incohzrent ſelfe-devid- 
ing & ſelfc-forſakeing ſpeech,that endeavours 
to ſhow how the ſame man, might both codemre 
and acquite the fame man(the Earle of $rrafforde) 
doth notſo much call for the ſtroke of an harmmer, 
' to tatter it, as a puffe of wind to blow it away, to 
encounter it with the Votes of the two houſes of 
Parliament, with the Vnited opinion of the Tud- 
ger, with the learned Argument in Weſtminſter 
' Hal! (before the Comittces of both houſes ) were 
to Kill a fly with an Axe,and to honor, rather then 
tooverthrow it, . For ccrtainely the ſtrength of ir, 
is orely great in the kindnefle (that I ſay not the 
weakeneſle) of the Reader, ſtealing a way the af- 
fe&tion , not convincing the Iudgment ; if Argu- 
ments be rai{ed from it; they are ſfuchas neede an 
\ Hoſpital, being _ and lame, if A__—_ 
| w 


| * (2) | 
be; raiſed againſt it the ſpeech/falls before them, 
like grafſe beforethe Mower, wg” 8 

| Willyouſcean Argument of this paper,and 
indeed a paper Argument? 

If it doth not appeare to him by two Teſtimo- 
nyes,that the Army of Ireland was to bee brought 
over to reduce this Kingdome then the Earle of 
Strafford is not guilty of High Treaſon , 

Now doth he belecue himſfelfe in this propofi- 
rion, when he ſeeth divers other charges of Trea- 
ſon beſides laide againſt him if three or fure trea- 
ſons bee obieRted and proued, is it a ſufficient 
cauſe of cleareing if on be not proued to his mind, 
and as he ſayes but by a ſingle Teſtimony, though 
the other by more? if the Authour can not bee 
drawne to a bettet beleife by the cordes of Reaſon, 
I thinke he weuld certainely be drawne to it, by 
the cordes of a compariſon, If himſelfe were tyed 
with three or foure cordes, and a friend had freed 
bym*from one, would he tell his friead, let me a- 
lone for I am free enough, though.I am-bound by 
the reſt; ſurely I thinke the other cordes ( after 
ſome ſtay at leaſt ) would perſwade him to change 
his minde by his inability tochange his place. 

| But faults in this paper doe not -goe alone 
For is he not nagy blind when he ſees not.the 
Iery clauſe, Of reducing this Kingdome by an 
vriſh Army manefeſtly appearing in the former, 
and as it were looking him inthe face? For a for 
mer- Teſtimony of two witneſſes faith, that his 
Majeſtic is abſolued from all rules of Gouerment 
and may doe what power will admitt: certainly 
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. moſt beſides himſeife dos ſee what power will a 
. mittthe vſcofan Iriſh Army and any 'other that 
the ſame power can purchaſc, or. command. So 


that where heequarrels for want ofan Iriſh Army 
thce hath gottennow abou t his eares, [riſh, Engliſh, 
Dutch.&c. 


But yet againe he multeplies and is fruitfull 


in abſurdeties, He ſayes, that he hath no notion of 


ſubuerting Law treaſonable but onely by force ; 
ccrainely this Argument then will-neuer ſubuert 
the Law, for it bath no force in it, it is an Argus 
ment taken _ from. his owne [gnorance; and 
runs, or rather haults thus, he knowes no other 
thereforethere is no other :to frame this. right it 
ſhould runn thus. | | 

There is no way of Subuerting the Law, but 
that which 7know, but 7 knoiv no way of ſubucr- 
ting the Law, but by force, Now ia the firſt of 
theſe is to much knowledge, and in the latter tg 
much Ignorance. ' 

But who fayth this? Is it ſome auncient Iudgs 
orFather of the Law, that hath ſwallowed and di 
geſted the great volumes of that audicious and 
weighty profeſtion? Or is it the ſpeech of one that 
lookes more into the Courte then the Innes off 
Court? pray behold an Engine ſtrongly framed 
to lift up and ouerpoyſethe truſt and beleife: ofa 
whole Kingdom inpoint of Lai, 4. young gen:len; 
w147 Knowes it 1. 

But if he be not skilfull in common Law 
he may be ſome what $killfull in common Reas. 


: fon,andthat maytell him;that if nothing but force: 
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- catifubrert Law, then Tudges can not ſubvert 
-- Law upon the ſeates of uſtice; For though they 
willfully pronounce tudgment cortrary to Eawy 
\ Kop Hawfull defences and rov the Subject of the 
- benefit of Law, aud let lIcoſerhe prerogatiue upon 
the Law to deſtroy it, except they drive the Sub- 
- jets away from Courts of iuſtice by Halberds & 
Greys ; they may take the Law from them by falſe 
ludgments, denying Prohibitions Haber us corpus, K- 
all Legall Remedics andyct not ſubuert the Zaw, 
If this Authors eſtate ſhould be loſt by. this way 
of !niuſtice, he may comfort himſelfe (and let it 
; be his comfort alone) that it is not loſt by Sub-- 
* | verting the Law* O unhappy Treſ{{ran that thou 
didſt not live in the times, when ſuch Patronages 
might haue bcene giuen thee, for then mightcſt 
thou have lived out thy time; ſince thou couldft 
not committ Treaſon by ſubyerting the Iron 

Zawcs, but onely-by Iron. | 


nor forgctt this Authors Argument, to whichthis 
Treſitian will giue an vnhappy concluſion. 
He argues thus : 

The Earle of Straffords practiſes have been: as 
high, as tyrannicall, as ever any, But t:.e praQtiſes 
of Tre:ilian and others baue been as high 2s hizhe 
Treaſon, Therefore the Earle of Straffords PIac= 
tiſes haue becene as high as high Treaſon. 

Thus you ſee how this Author with. the helpe 
of Tresilian hath pronounced ſentence againſt the 
E. of Strafford. Sothar if he had noother Indge 

this one thus asfifked would condemne him, m_ 
e 


Andnowl am fallen upon Treas, T may 


4] 


hegoes abour to ſave him, ES. 

Bur thar' is nothing rothe purpoſe , that he'is 
condemned z for rhoogh he becondemned; ant 
ſo condemned, that hee caa neverbe abſoled tilt 
he beditparchr into another warld, yet this Au-' 
thor will nor have a hand inthis diſpitct. 

A m:rcifull Inference and moſt unſurable to the: 
preiniles,, eſpecially if it come out of the mouth- 
of a lu.'ge. Marke how-it ſoundes in tuch a+ 
mouth, { b:ing a Iadge condemne you as gutity 
of murher or 6t as high atreaſonas'ever any,bur [ 
will have no hand 1ay ou: fearence or difpatch, 
If Indges ſhouid ride the Circairs andend their 
Asfics in this Logicke, granting the premilſcs,and 
denying the coactution , were i: not moſt yaine & 
a meere mockery of /uſtice > For it were only to 
fi dfau'tes and not £0 corrext-chem, and to turce”, 
intice.4nto mecre wordcs../t would fhortly mace” 
a kingdomea den of Th:eucs, murderers and Tray- 
tors, and ſafe for none to' dw:ll in $ no nor for 
thoſe that teach this dcRrige 3 though they may.. 
bethought by teaching to deſerue it. Nec cars.- 
Lex equar wvila gc, 

Laftly, who can beleeve this mans ſuſpitions ra- 
ther then $7. Henry Y anes Oath vpon adviſed Re- 
colletion> And oath that gets an addition of be» 
leife from the ſpeeches going before ( joyntly tes 
ſtifyed by the Truely Noble Earle of Northum- 
berland) and backe by a memoriall written the 
ſame Cay when the words were ſpoken + which 
words cald venemous by this paper, had their 
venome from the ſpeaker,not the hearer, and be- 


m 


[Fhough 
"both Houſes: 'be cog 
.-_ the Kingdomeard law .i 


% 


- at once be 


- 


[4g 
og 
£ 


J—— 


FO AIRS, ns 
OE» 


